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Welcome

A very warm welcome to one and all and thank you for subscribing to my new,
occasionaNewslettewhich | sincerely hope you will enjoy.

| have not compiled &dewsletterfor nearly ® years. Back in the 1980s | was editor,

main contributor and cartoonist f@ut of the Blug The Official Bullsheet of the Blue

Boar ( Mal don) .Mmthabmore®raass nsontilyl newsletfeith special

6Beanobd issues printed e aclprovigedanatchfreparts, our ge
hearsay, forthcoming events, jokes and fragments of darts history. The latter was usually

l'i fted fr omTh Suinndss BDok@viDarEsfield: GuinnesSuperlatives,

1980) as that was the only dartsokd had in my possession at thahe. It was as a

result of including historical notes in thigullsheet(as it became affectionately known)

that | started to research the sport. 't hap

Where it all started. Issue One of the
Bullsheef(to the right andhttached)

One darts night at the Blue Boar in 19¢
after | handed out théatest issue to all
club members present my best friend Co Emlﬁ ]ﬂ]? IEHHE Ejﬂ_fl]ﬂ]g
Barr el |l sai d t o me OFFICIAL BULLSHEET OF THE BBMDC t uf f i s
fascinating Pat but what are the re wmos

origins of the gam ask a
piece of easiness | confidently replie : g
~ . e by ck pos ! alysis e es’ e e
AGI ve me a C O LEeplaen d oo emess o e oo, s tsoriamtis, it
. . a costs you,the paid-up member,sed 8il nothing.
find outfiove TWEREAM Y | i o oo oo i morei e o 5 siiories e ot
TOUT OF THE BLUE' that Steve Clarks has someho aged to pay his membership fee
of £4 twice,whilst others are still tx-ying rst lot out of the
wives ete. ilhan asked for the obviously c he had allowed hi.
~ ?ind : v;n:;r,x;:ulti:lngiin t:l: t; ‘agance S:eva r;pl;e‘d'ilzlh'*;:én'
e e i,
Clearly therebs be . under

e reminded that with the new season starting soon the club

the bridge since then and although some
my research has been published in f &%t
book Darts |n England 1900_939 A X;;—;turzlzadin;:ht: qsiptl:va :ng at th Ch lm‘fo;dd}lu;:y ;;::m s

............
social history (Manchester: Mancheste oo mem s me s o siece on e cropig oe 2o ey o e
. . . the Committee were us.yug cheerio to each other over and over again as time after
University Press, 2009) there remair b susess mon e mee i o, ey o Son
play a game. Hard luck lads

much more for me to reveal and -l : :; tl:: :h:';:t the most interesting and watchable ties seem to be none of
discover. Thus my research continu
apace.

& . Normally a good turn out can be guaranteed
o Tetts exiract the digit lads and have a few more varied

This Newsletterthat | am launching todais not intendedhecessarilyo be an extension

of my research or my website but merely a way of communganore closely with
thoseof youwho are genuinely interested not only in darts history but also whatever else
| may be doing or thinking abotlie dartsof yesterdaytodayand tomorrow

| hope you all enjoy thdlewsletter | f y ou d o nnietknow dné Irwilldeleeas e | et
you from the mailing list.
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OK. What 6s next ?
New Website

My guess is that, by now, you have all seen my upgraded, new look website and | hope
you like it The feedback received so far has been extremely positive and creldtfor

has to go to my webmaster David King whose technical expertise (most of which goes

way, way over my head) and skill has produced a much better ordered, presented and
navigable site.

The new sectibomrodRuls IHeaethesesgclpubpistbry, pub
signs and pub games)have plenty more pukelated articles ke these to post on the site
over thecoming months. | am grateful to the Chairman and Committee of the Pub
History Society for allowing me to #publish my work on my webts.

Anot her section witDhrtbé wer khisg bieihg @Nam
to showcase a c¢oupl estooyfwritimgyandacartboming. 6t al ent s 6 ;

Dr. Darts at the National Archive

Talking of pub history] am pleased to annocea that | will be one of the speakers at the
forthcoming inaugural Pub History Society (PHS) annual conference which takes place at
The National Archives in south west London $aturday 20th February 2010(10.30

a.m. to 4 p.m.). | will be giving a shorlk entittedWomen, Darts and the Pub in the
Interwar Years

Other subjects by othespeakers includé L o s t lWbsn@Pwmb PSi gns and Na
Or'he Pub and the PeoptePubs in the 193@and 6 &hind theScenes of th&€oaching
Innd

Admission is FREE but booking essentiako call 02@ 940 6884 or book bg-mailing
the PHS Conference organisers vagrringtonhistory@googlemail.comPlease visit
www.pubhistorysociety.co.ukkor more irfiormationabout the conference.)

| hope at least some of you will be able to attend the event and look forward to seeing
you there. If not then | understand that the sessions will be recorded so | am hoping that a
podcast of my talk will be available onyrwebsite by the end of March.

Books

After havingtwo books publisheth 2009in collaboration with threéime World Darts
ChampionJohn Lowe(Old Stonefac€Revised and updated paperback ed)li@md The

Art of Dart9 plusthe book based on my PhiDdrts in England 1901939 A social
history) | am pleased to announce that my assault on the bookshelves continues into
2010
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My tuition book The Official
Bar Guide to Dartss currently
scheduled to bpublishedin the
USA by Sterling Publishing of
New York in May/June this
year and shortly afterwards i
the UK  (Details for pre < pixre
ordering can be found vid Bal" CTIllCle
Amazon) Buti Wh at 0 s
hear you SCr e;
our old friend
about actually playing the
game?0 | n leax
primary selling point. To dat€
all tuition books have bee
published by welknown and
some not so well known dart
players and enthusiasts rangi
from John Lowe, Eric Bristow,
Dave Whitcombe and thg
prolific George Sillerzahn to
Madeline Dolowich.

e Officiy,

we | | | dm an e Patrick Chaplin, Phl),

| see this book as a natur:
progression from mywork on
the history of the sport anc
working with the likes of Joh
Lowe and Trina Gulliver on

their autobiographieand the material | write folVe Love Darts, Darts WorldndB u I-1 6 s
eyeNews | canodot wait to see what the darting

Talking of Trina Gulliver, you may recall that | ghosted her wedeived autobiography
Golden Girlwhich was published in 2008. Such alothashappel i n Tri nads
the pass few years that | am trying to encourage publisher John Blake to produce a
paperback version which will include additional chapters and material to bring her life
story bang up to datecludngth at o6 ei g ht h regamingdherrworld titl€ ati n a
Lakeside in January | @lydu inforeed ofiny progress.
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George Foster

In April last year | was honoured to meet George Faaster JohrLowe/Bobby George
exhibitionin Chesterfield, Derbyshire. George was é¢xegat darter whowithu st r al i ad s
Kevin White won the Unicorn World Pairs Championship for his adopted country in

1976

Geor ge wi t hAprd 2009 Dartso

George and | had a few beers together and he agreed to a more formal interview via e

mail once he returned to Oz. The article resulting from that fascinating interview has

been a |l ong time coming (Mmyrdadaaul meent domebhydc
the article will appear on my website during March.

Japanese TV
One of the highligts of 2009 for me was the visit to my humble abode of Mr. Toshikazu

Tani and his crew from Japanese TV. | was interviewed about the history of darts and a
good deal of my darts memorabilia (particularly vintage dartboards) was filmed.
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