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INTRODUCTION  

 

Welcome to Issue Two of my Newsletter.  

 

I am pleased to say that a number of subscribers let me have feedback on Issue One and 

to my relief none of it was negative. Subscriber Dave liked it so much he wrote óWot a 

fantastic newsletterô, whilst Amanda said, óI really enjoyed it. The highlight was the 'Out 

of the Blue' newsletter. I can draw comparisons with my own team!ô Eddie added, 

óévery interesting and I hope that it is a great success for youéô and Teresa was 

enthusiastic too telling me she óAbsolutely loved the newsletterô whilst Charis thought it 

óa great ideaô and óliked it very much.ô 

 

So it seems that I am doing something right.  Indeed, more and more people are 

subscribing every week. The record for the furthest subscriber away from my house 

comes from Fiji! 

 

Issue One has now been archived so anyone subscribing in future can easily download a 

pdf of it from my website www.patrickchaplin.com . As each new issue is published the 

previous issue will be archived. 

 

I was absolutely delighted when We Love Darts (the darts magazine which hit the 

newsstands here in the UK in 2009) gave my website a five-star rating in their February 

2010 issue. WLD advised readers that óIf youôre true darts fan, bookmark this page now!ô  

Thanks WLD and óHappy 1
st
 Birthday to youô. 

 

 

óDr. Darts at the 

Carpenters Arms, 

February 2010ô 

 

The past couple of 

months have been very 

busy for me research-

wise and Iôve also 

featured on local TV 

here and on national 

radio in New Zealand 

(more of which later).  

 

OK. Letôs plunge into Issue Two. Itôs twice as big as Issue One. I just hope you guys can 

handle it! 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.patrickchaplin.com/
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FROM ISSUE ONEé 

 

(a) Trina Gulliver  

 

Sadly John Blake Publishing has turned 

down my idea of publishing a revised and 

updated paperback version of Trinaôs 

autobiography Golden Girl. Thatôs a real 

pity as it seemed to work well with John 

Loweôs Old Stoneface last year. John 

Blake confirmed what I think a lot of folks 

already know that ñthe book trade has 

become incredibly tough during the 

recession and supermarkets now dominate 

everything.ò Apparently John had a long 

talk with his sales advisors but they felt 

that Trinaôs paperback ñwould not work at 

this time for us.ò 

 

The original hardback 

version of Golden Girl 

is still available on-line. 

I have one or two copies 

for sale too so, if 

interested, check the 

óDarts Bookshopô on my 

website. 

 

By the way Trina's new VERY PINK  

website went live in FebruaryéTake a 

look. David King at Harlequin Web 

Design has done a great job.  

http://www.trina-gulliver.com/ 

 

 

 

(b) Dr. Darts at the National Archive 

 

A near-capacity number of delegates attended the Pub History Societyôs inaugural annual 

conference at the National Archives at Kew, south-west London on Saturday 20
th
 

February. My 30 minute talk Women, Darts and the Pub in the Interwar Years was well-

received. One lady delegate told me afterwards ñWhen I saw that you were talking about 

darts I was going to go off and do some research but Iôm glad I stayed.ò  Praise indeed.   

 

http://www.trina-gulliver.com/
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My next scheduled talk is at the British Society of Sports History (BSSH) conference 

(10
th
-11

th
 September) at the Wellcome Collection in central London. The subject this time 

will be the early darts industry. 

 

(c) George Foster 

 

óFront page of Darts World May 1976 

showing George with Kevin Whiteô 

 

I am pleased to say that Mick Beeken, 

the editor of Darts World, has shown 

an interest in publishing my óWhere 

are they now?ô article about George 

so its appearance on my website will 

be delayed until a decision is known.  

Ex-pat George won the Unicorn 

World Pairs Championship with 

Australiaôs Kevin White in 1976 (see 

front page of Darts World reproduced 

here with permission).  

 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?  

 

Following on from my interview with 

George Foster I can now announce 

that my next óWhere are they now?ô 

subject will be Canadian Bob 

Sinnaeve, five-times Canada National 

Champion and WINMAU World 

Masters finalist in 1986.  Bob recently 

told me that he walked away from the 

sport in February 1992 but that fate led him back after 17 years. I feel a fascinating 

interview coming on so watch this space.  

 

BANNED 

 

Some of you might have read the piece on my website about darts being banned in 

Huddersfield (West Yorkshire) during the interwar years. Well, the good news is that the 

guys of the Huddersfield Darts League are looking into the ban in more detail at their 

local archives and are hoping later in the year to put the results on their website 

www.huddersfielddarts.co.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.huddersfielddarts.co.uk/
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MEDIA  

 

(a) Health and Safety ï The Scourge of Darts? 

 

On Friday 20
th
 February I was approached by BBC TV concerning news reports in the 

national papers that dartboards were being removed from local pubs in the UK because of 

fears over health and safety. (Subscribers in other countries probably suffer from the 

scourge of health and safety where people with nothing better to do go around trying to 

spoil peopleôs fun.) This time it was the óinherent dangerô of rebounding darts striking 

innocent onlookers. 

 

In all my two and a half decades of researching darts I have only ever found three cases 

where bystanders (or in one case a by-sitter) were hurt by darts. Only one of those went 

to court. 

 

 
 

óImage courtesy of Chippixô 

 

The folks from regional TV (BBC Look East) met me down at my local pub The 

Carpenters Arms, Maldon where the licensee, some customers and I were interviewed for 

a programme screened that evening.  The image here shows the licensee Richard Henfrey 

(left), BBC TV reporter Felicity Simper (centre) and me.  

 

 

 

 


