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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to Issue Six.

Wel | |l 6ve now attained the age of 60 yet s
darts that | hope will never waver. Close family and friends gathered dduig to
celebrae my6d@'and my f at Héirthdag and whattad evenigigdwe had.

In a dartsthemed piece of migarty entertainment members of the family invited my
father and | to participate in a gameBifliseye Needless to say my darting skills meant
that| kept hitting twein-a-bed for which | won nothing. Pictured here are my nephew
Andrew (Jim Bowen for the night), sister-law Sue, cousin Kathy and sisiarlaw
Margaret setting up Bullyds prize board.

(Photo CreditAllensnapd)

But now more or less a whole month of celebtini s over and -jobt 6s back
researching the best sport in the world and writing the latest is§eNf

The responst Issue Five has been very good. Paul Gillings wrote

0 Thanks Grattreaad askusual. So good | will still send yawirthday card
despite you spelling my name wrondbve the calameo idea, the future of publishing
without a doubtCheersPaul. 6

I did indeed spell Paul 6s sur nam@)buthecorrect |
must still be mad at me becaube promiseb i rt hday card hasndt arri:
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Ad from Holland wrote:

Al al ways | oo kewdletierlindaes dot Hotbeme row Iget ity butl want
to get it.Please go on with it arldvish you much succes

OK Ad, thanks. If folks want & to continue then | need no more encouragement than
thatfor the moment.

Letds see what | ssue Six has for you.
FROM PREVIOUS ISSUES

(a) The Malian Dartboard

The lead article for Issue Five showed me puzzling oveMAEIAN dartboard that |
purchasd at a car boot sale on the England/Wales border in June. To find the answer |
went straight to the top, or rather to Haverhill in Suffolk, England and spoke with Harry

Kicks jnr whose father Harry Kicks snr set up Kicks Bros in 1946; a company that was
later to be renamed WINMAU.

Harry told me that the MALIAN dartboard was in fact invented by his brothers Malcolm

and lan, and that the version | had was a flock material (rather like you used to find on

the walls of Chinese restuarants) glued and presse @ board of coiled paper. An

earlier version had been made of elm. The example | found was produced in the mid

1980s and the name was simply a compression ohainees MAIcolm and AN in

MALIAN (rather like the WINMAU dartboard title was a compressmf Har ry Ki cks
mo t h e r 6WINifnred virdJsle).

My photo here shows Harry

Kicks jnr at home in July.

He 6 s hol di ng one 0
limited edition dartboards

that he manufactures with

darts professional and close

friend, Bobby George.
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(b) Book reviewsi The Official Bar Guide to Darts

Charis Mutschler has written a very good review of my bbDlo&
s Oficie, Official Bar Guide to Dartsand you can check it owat her
Global Darts website:

Bar Guide

http://www.globaldarts.de/globalDartsEN/misc/bookspraxis.htm

The book has also received excellent reviews from both George
Silberzahn (one of the key darts tutors of our age) and Da
William Peek (author offo the Point: The Story of Darts in
Americg. Both reviews can be found in the July/August issue of
B u |-Eyé Newsnagazine; reviews which will be copied to my
website very soon.

Those nice folks at MSN also published an agtitientioning my book and using quotes
from it to tell readers 6How to throw perfec

http://him.uk.msn.com/timeff/articles.aspx?gglocumentid=15410353

(c) The correct height of a dartboard

In Issue Five | discussed tkerrect heightit which tohang a dartboard; it being related
to the average heighf @ man back in the 1920s. For those interested in reading more
about this please see my latest Uniblognatv.unicorndarts.com

(d) Cyprusi evenmorefollow up

Terry McGovern from the Pafos Darts Leag{RDL) hasput alinkont o t he | eague:¢
websitelinking Pafos darterso my Newsletter Thanks Terry.l hope moreplayers from
Pafos and otheznthusiastsicross theslandwill log on and sign up

Vic Hemming, Chairman of the PDL;mailed me to bring mep to date and told me

AWe hope this year to have five leagues and a ladies leapich has had a successful

pilot. We and have over 40 teams which is fantagtic. | agree with that
excellent news indeed.

But even on the Island of Aphroditine Greek goddess of Love) there appears to be little

|l ove | ost bet ween the major darts organisat
detail but it seems to me that Open tournaments on the islabéiag affected today in
a similarwaytohowhey wer e here in the UK after o6the s

Vi c t oOuw owm®©pen this year is under review as we don't want to commit to

prize money and then find we have insufficient entries to cover most of the costs as we

do not have a sponsor. He d |dsdadshame that a simple game like darts can be

embroiled in so much politicso Too right Vic. Fol ks dondt s
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Sadly | will not be making by annual pilgrimage to Cyptiis year but | send mgnd

my wi f e sMaywesevaledto Terry and Vic and all the darts playier®afos

andacross the islandVeh ope t hat t he cur ragensbrtedospoodri t i cal
rather than later and in the best interests of the sport.

HRSTHLAST

To remind me of those balmy days in Cyprus plotograph published here (courtesy of

Moppix) shows men 2009with Mick Saggs, landlord of the First and Last (darts mad)

pub in Pafos. Also in shot is Mickds treasul
Power 0.

(e) Trina Gulliver T Question of $ort

EE Once again the date of TArQuestmrdoe appear
Sport has been rescheduled for Friday"18ugust. Apologies to all

those who set their recorders for the previous date but the revised details
were not received untissue Five hatbeen published.

A QUESTION
OF SPORT

Dr Darts Newsletter IssueFive Pageb



(f) British Classicand Teenage Opertome to Essex

As | mentioned in Issue Five, the BDO British Classid the Teenage Opeame to my
home county for the first time in July, transferring from Kettering to Towerlands Park,
Braintree, doutsixteenmiles away from where | live.

Birthday celebrations meant thatwas unable to attend the Classic on the Saturday
(where Scotl andds Ross Mont gomery won the
Hedman won t he bindiel méks it t&He MephagesOpen on Sunday

26"where | witnessed some s4andoomingygungstars t s f r om
I was keeping a | ook out i n particular for
Teenage Open title in 2008 and 2009 and was going fdratisick of wins. Sadly that

was nottobeashelos23 i n the | ast sixteen to Gwentods

was Lancashireéts Shaun Griffiths whm def eat
the final.

18yearold Shaub s b e st p e e in dis semiina win agaimat Nick Kenny

which he won 3 with legs of 12, 14, and 16 darts to produce an outstandingdaree

average of 107.37. There truly are some amazing darts being played out there by a lot of
young people and long may it contend’he photograph showShaun withformer Darts

World editor Tony Woodbeing presented witthe Barbara Wood troph§named after
Tonyods | ate wife) and (lmagscoupesy ozSteveddszkw. | apt op

After two days of tomuality darts lasked a BDO spokesman what they thoughhef
new venueHis said,fiYes, we will be back in Braintree next yedit's a great venue.

And talking of Leon Baileyé
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BARBADOS DARTS FESTIVAL

(Imagecourtesy of Michael Heal)

Now in its ninth year, the Barbados Darts
Festival is this yeahosted by the weknown
professional darts playerand personality
Wayne Mardle and will also feature Leon
(pictured)takes place from™i 11" Novembe.

Leonsays has determined to break into the top
ranks as soon as possible but appreciates that he
still has some way to go to combining his
natural talent with consistency and tactical
awareness. Howeveraccording to festival
organiser Michael Heal, Leomeasons that
spending ten days in the company of Wayne
Mardle can only help develop all aspeotshis
game.

The teenager from Hull has a string of junior
titles to his credit in his relatively short career
and surprisinglyhe was only introduced to the
game by friends three years adeon plays
regularly for Lincolnshire at County level.

For moe det ail s of t he Barbados Dart s Festi
http://www.waynemardle.com

SHANGHAI

| mentioned Jacques Niewlaat in an earlier issuel@f. Jacques is known in his native
Hol |l and aslt ke dod Ma d-maledone asdofows: | vy e

Patrick, when we do commentary on the darts over here the audience can ask us
guestions. We have had the same question a
answer, maybe you can help out? Where does thedbanghai come from when applied

to a single, double and treble of the samehbar?

SHANGHAI is an alternative game of darts where numbers are drawn on the board and
players have to score as many of that number as they can with their turn of thre&tdarts.
the end of the game, the player who has the highest score wins.
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However, if during the game a player hits the single, double and treble of the number
then he or she is declared the winner. . (Some versions dictate that they should be scored
in a spetic order, for example, double, treble, single, but the most popular way is any
order.) $ranghaiis only given on the number that everyone is going for, not accidentally
hitting a Shanghai on the segment next door. Hitting the single, double and tréide of
nominated number is known &HANGHAIQ

The wordd s h a ncgrhea frofn nautical slang and means 'to drug of otherwise render
insensible, and ship on board a vessel wanting haisyadays, in a general sense
'shanghai'ed’ means anything that mdsrrupted someone's actions or train of thought,

for example AThe boss then shanghai'ed the n
for the rest of the morning. o

In the darts sense it means that, by hitting single, double and treble with oonéthwee
darts you have effectively 'shanghai'ed' the rest of the players out of the -game
something none of them wanted to happen.

THE NORTH AMERICAN OPEN DARTS TOURNAMENT (NAODT)

Horror of horrors! An error has been discovered in my new QdwkOffcial Bar Guide
to Dartsand | need to set the record straight.

On page 122, having outlined the historical importance of the NAODT (dubbed by three
ti mes World Darts Champion John Lowe as 0t he
wrotethat at the leginning of the 2000sheformatchanged and then added:

Afétoday the NAODT has been reestablished as
on the world darting calendar. 0

Of course that is totally incorretnit Writers
Of course after the error was pointed out to me | had to be sure of my facts and so |
consulted two of the most knowledgeable dadssons in the USA, Paul Seigel (aka

6Dar t oBd bByé Mewsditor Jay Tomlinson.

Paul replied firsandc o pi ed Jay 1 né

OHey Patrick.

This isn't scientific (because | actually can't remember for 100% certain) but based on the

shirts in my closet (I'm a big darts shirt guglways get a shirt) the last NAODT was in

2000. 6

But could | rtelfyi cadn rRasweladrsc hd?s hi r
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Indeed | could.

Jay confirmed ADartoid is amazing! Hi s NAOL
story. 0o Jay roessidnalartstCdrmonatiort (RBECHidP promote and run the

NAODT in 2000 O6i ncr e as iropping thehrmimberrof events mon ey
of fefoadh.at 6 s confirmed then,; and hfterwdrda wdas NAODT
consigned to history, Jay confirming thaetPDC then launched Thas Vegadesert

Classic in 2002 with a prize purse of £100,000.

Thanks guydor your responses. The photograph (courtesy of Marylou Images) shows
6 D a r praudhddéplayinghe final(2000)NAODT shirt
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HOLIDAY DARTS

SubscriberDave B recently returned from a fantastic cruise around the Mediterranean

and sent me thisgreatpht o of O6darts on the beach©o. He s
where he and his wife had stopped off during their cruise in June.
I f anyone thinks 1 0dm being sexist, pl ease |

female darthrower are in factqung men wearing wigs!

If any other subscriber discovers darts in unusual places whilst on holiday or generally
travelling around, send me a photo and 161
DDN. In the meantime, thanks Dave.

HISTORIEN OM J OHN LOWE
No my spellchecker hasnét failed.

The full title is Historien om John Lowé Et kig bag kulisserne i den professionelle
dartverdenand it wag(as far as | knowdhe first English darts book to be translated into
Danish The original title of thébook which was written by John Lowe andathored
by Bryan Cooney, i§he John Lowe Stoifiy Inside Pro Darts with the World Champion
which was first published in Londdsy Kingswood Press in 1987,

Kent Bovi n, who in the D8BOspwansdt heedOamilknh
me how the translation happened. Kexplained
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